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The new Executive Committee 2025-2027

President - Mr. G.L.S. Perera
Secretary - Ms. Manoja Werrakkody
Treasurer - Mr. Ranjan Gunawardana
In this Issue ....... Vice Presidents — Maj. Gen. Ajith Rupasinghe (senior VP)

Mr. Lalith Gamage
» 8th AGM on April 05, 2025, Mr. Nandana Balasuriya
at Jayanada Reception Hall, Mr. Premnath Ratnaweera

Mihindu Mawatha, Mt. Prof Indira Silva
Ms. Neelangani Hidellarachchi

Mr. Amitha Munasinghe Committee

Lavinia. Assistant Secretary

Assistant Treasurer

Turtle And Coastal Health

Members -
United P TACHUP
nited Program ( : Ms. Charitha Devapriya Mr. Rohitha Adasooriya
Mr. Rohitha Perera Mr. Udaya Liyanage
@@g;? R0LG @;85)3"@6 5 Mr. Dilup Chandranimal Mr. Jayantha Suwandarathne
qeoLiD 'QOUQ @'@@GS Mr. Parakrama Fernanado Dr. Ranjan Jayarathne
(Ceylon cinnamon is a Ms. Iyanthi Gunawardena Mr. Gamini Bastians

species of cinnamon native to
Sri Lanka)
Nature’s Gift to Sri Lanka

Mr. Lucky Warnapura

New resolutions passed

- To reduce age of members to 20 years, but voting powers only from age 35.

Public Relations Committee

Prof. Indira De Silva
Mrs. Neelanganie Hidellarachchi

Mrs. Iyanthi Gunawardana
Mr. Parakrama Fernando
Mr. Amitha Munasinghe




Saving Sri Lanka’s Endangered Sea Turtles

TACHUP is a dynamic coalition bringing individuals under
one umbrella of “Turtle and Coastal Health United
Program” (TACHUP) with the aim of conserving habitat,

replanting and maintaining the coastal vegetation.

Our objectives:

1. To protect the Last Remaining Sea Turtle Nesting Habitats in

along the beaches around Wellawatta

2. To Support and strengthen the turtle conservation efforts of the Coast Guard

3. Habitat enrichments of the turtle nesting sites

4. Ensure awareness amongst practitioners and the community

Conservation Organizations, University communities and volunteers interested in the survival and
protection of sea turtles provided a platform forthe following tasks.

1. Providing Essential Tools & Facilities - Material distribution (wire mesh, gloves, buckets, IR
torches, tag boards, rechargeable lamps), and erecting 3 informative boards at Coast Guard

premises.
2. Building a Volunteer Force - university students, YZA members, etc.

3. Training for Impact - Educating volunteers on sea turtle conservation, enabling them to take

meaningful action.

4. Organizing Patrols and volunteer engagement - Deploying trained volunteers on roster-based

beach patrols to monitor and protect nesting sites.
5. Habitat Restoration - Habitat enrichment of nesting sites

6. Cleaning of Beach & Seabed - Conduct methodical and scientific methods of cleaning the

seabed and the beach from leftovers debris.

7. Data Collection & Research Support - Data

recording for research and decision- making.

What we have accomplished so far -

Department of Wildlife Conservation approved ¥ 4 .
educational and awareness workshop was conducted —
with the at the National Zoological Gardens, Dehiwela,

on...,

A large number of Olive Ridley Turtles had nested on
the southern beaches In the past few years. Turtle egg
recoveries were successfully done from November 2024
to April 2025, with the expert assistance of Mr. Caminus

Thomaspillai and the Colombo Coastguard centers.




Our main objective was to deploy volunteers to monitor the coast during night time to ensure the
safety of the visiting sea turtles, and to help recovering and relocating their eggs to safe areas
allocated at the Wellawatta Police beach post for incubation. The Inspector General of Police and
the Police Environmental Division, were extremely helpful in providing the much needed
assistance. Mr. Caminus Thomaspillai, our volunteers with the Police Sergeants on duty have been
patrolling daily, keeping watch, and recovering and relocating over 15,000 eggs from about 150
nests at Wellawatte station, to hatchery. The emerging baby turtles were released daily to the ocean,
as and when they are ready. Different volunteer groups operated at the Dehiwala/ Mt. Lavinia and

Panadura locations. Identification vests were provided for the volunteers on duty.

A data base has been created on the sizes, preferred nesting sites, number of eggs and hatchlings,

and an island wide platform to enter data will be eventually created.
‘w\ p T R B ; \‘,{/ Nl

Report prepared by
Mrs. Manoja Weerakkody

First Class Golden Award Winner enterpreneur

Rohan L Fernando



Nature’s Gift to Sri Lanka
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https://www.youtube.com/live/1jsvcmN6amw?si=VI004WOuOORUdu9Y
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/dq57XU4txxVL4Dva/?mibextid=oFDknk

ONE DAY TRIP
VENUE- WIJAYA RESORT - INGIRIYA, KIRIELLA
DATE-5" JULY- AT 7 AM - ZOO ENTRANCE
bl Cost Rs. 5000/ Per person

i

EL WELCOME DRINK, LUNCH BUFFET, EVENING TEAAND
- TRANSPORT,

SWIMMING POOL AND NATURAL POOL FOR BATHING.
BRING YOUR SWIMWEAR/ BATHING ATTIER.

Friends and family welcome.

Please confirm participation by 15th June latest -Information
Maj. Gen. Ajith Rupasinghe -0716903147
Manoja 0773321818

Payments to be made to account

S. R. Adasuriya

Seylan Bank - Cinnamon Gardens

Acc. No-0320 00435901 001

WhatsApp deposit slip to -

Rohitha Adasuriya 0714734220




